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The process regarding the case of six Kenyans before the International Criminal Court is
running its course. The procedural phase which begins this week is not a one-off event, but
the start of a long process. As in any contentious judicial proceeding, tense moments will
arise, which will test the patience of the parties.

On the eve of the departure of the individuals summoned by the ICC to The Hague, there is
palpable tension in the air in Kenya, with the flames of hate language and ethnic incitement
being fanned from various quarters. Words can soothe, as well as inflame. | urge all
Kenyans, particularly leaders, to be wise in their use of language at this critical moment.

Let us recall how Kenya pulled itself from the brink in early 2008 and embarked on a
comprehensive process of reform, national healing and reconciliation. Kenyans were resolved
to hold accountable the perpetrators of the post-election violence, just as they were
determined to see genuine and far-reaching reforms instituted, as evidenced in the
promulgation of the new Constitution on 27 August 2010. These are unprecedented
achievements for Kenya and they should not be squandered.

Let me also emphasize that neither Africa, nor Kenya, nor any ethnic group is on trial at the
ICC. When I was in Kenya in December 2010, for the meeting to review progress in the
implementation of the Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation agreements, | stressed
that “bringing to justice those responsible for the post-election violence is essential to help
Kenya heal its wounds, and prevent such crimes from being committed again. In doing so, we
must understand that no single community or group is being targeted. It is about bringing
individuals to account for crimes they may have committed and ensuring that the victims
receive justice.” After all, justice is an essential component of the process of healing.

At this critical juncture, Kenyans, their leaders and the political elite must renew their
commitment to the achievement of these goals, and abandon the language of hate and
incitement and allow the ICC process to run its course. Throughout the reform process, the
media and media owners have played a responsible role and | encourage them to continue to
do so. A Kenya free of hate and fighting impunity will be a united and secure Kenya — a
country that will prosper and ensure the welfare of all its people.
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